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A. Classification of Courses 

(Courses numbered be low 400 are offered on ly for undergraduate credit.) 

400- 499 These course numbers may carry a~ which means that graduate students must take them 
for graduate credit . Instructors are requ ired to d istinguish d ifferent assignment s and g rading 

p ract ices for graduate and underg raduate students in 400G courses. 

500- 999 Graduate- level cou rses open only to graduate stud ents. 

B. Cou rse Limita tions a n d Restriction s 

l. General limitations on g raduate coursework include the following : 

a. Only courses approved by t he Graduate Counc il may be taken for graduate credit. 

b. A stud ent cannot receive g raduate cred it for any course without having been admin ed to the 

Graduate School p rio r to enrolling in the course. A student cannot receive g raduate credi t for 

any course in wh ich a freshman o r sophomore student is enrol led. 

2. Graduate credit cannot be earned for a course p reviously completed for u ndergraduate credit w ith 

an und erg raduate g rade recorded. T he cou rse may not be rescheduled for gr aduate credit1 nor may 

the undergraduate cred it be changed retroact ively to gr aduate cr edi t. 

3. Cred its applied toward a non- doctoral degree may not be o lder than six years. 

4. Graduate credit cannot be earned th rough cred it examinations. 

5. A non- doctoral student may earn a maxi mum of 6 semester- hours of graduate cred it for 

applicat ion toward a graduate deg ree in courses in the sequence 497- 498, 597- 598, and 697- 698 

or in other individual o r special- stud ies courses. A doctoral student may earn a maximum of 12 

hour s of cred it in such courses for application toward the Ph.D. degree. 

C. Course Load 

l. The maximum course load for a graduate student is 16 semeste r hours during a regular semester 

or 9 during a sum mer sess ion. Und er special c ircumstances, a student reg istered for graduate work 

may also pursue undergraduate cou rses for und erg raduate credit. In such cases, the maximum 

number of hours, both g raduate and underg raduate, is 16 during a regula r semester or 9 during a 

summer session. 

2. To qualify as a full - time student, a graduate student must carry a min im um of 9 semester cred it 

hour s during a regular semester and a minimum of 6 semester credit hou rs during a summer 

session. 

3. No specific minima are speci f ied for part - t ime students. The cou rse load for a part- t ime student 

shall be adjusted accord ing to the t ime devoted to g raduate classes, research, and st udy. 

4. A g raduate assistant must be a full- t ime st udent during any semester in which an ass istantship is 

held . The academic load for a graduate assistant shall be adj usted to f it the particular situat ion. 

Assistants with full assistantship respons ibilit ies must take 9 semeste r hours of graduate- leve l 
courses during a semester . 

D . Transfer of Credit 

1. T he Graduate School recogn izes the appropriateness of accept ing credit s completed at another 

reo ional lv- accredited inst itution for coursework there that is eouivalent to coursework here. The 
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p rinciple involved is one of correspondence between credit asked for and cred it offered in the 
Graduate School. A maxi mum of 12 semeste r hours of t ransfer g raduate c redit may be a pplied 
toward fu lfil lment of requ irements for the maste r's degree. The numbe r o f hours transferred may 
not, however, exceed one- th ird o f t he semester hou rs requ ired for the degree. The maximum 
num be r wh ich can be transfe rred in a 30 or 33 ho ur program is 9. An u nspecified numbe r of 
semester hours of t ransfer graduate credit may be a pplied toward fulfillment of requirements 
toward the doctoral degree, but the majority of cred its t oward a g rad uate deg ree must be earned at 
UL Lafayette . Transfe r of graduate credit requ ires the approval of the Dea n of t he Graduate School 
a nd is subject to t he following conditio ns· 

a. The student must be a degree- seeking student in regu la r admiss ion status. A student may not 
have g raduate credits t ransferred to t he University of Louis ia na at Lafayette while in cond it iona l 
status. 

b. The student sha ll have earned the cred its in reside nce as a g rad uate student in a n accred ited 
United States institution that regularly grant s the master's degree and / or t he d octoral deg ree. 
Transfer credits from non- U.S. institutions may be granted upon special petitio n to the 
Graduate Appeals Committee. In such cases, the evidence presented in favor of transfer shall 

be extremely persuas ive. 

c. The credits must not have bee n earned after having become ineligible to continue g raduate 
study at the Un ivers ity of Lou is ia na at Lafayette . 

d . Each course tra nsferred m ust be acceptable to the student's major depart ment. 

e. A g rade of B o r better must have been earned in each course. 

f. Time limitatio ns must be satisfied. Credits applied toward a maste r's degree may not be older 
than six years; seven yea rs for a doctoral degree . 

g . The applicatio n for t ransfer must be made in writing according to the procedure spec ified by 
the Grad uate School office. 

h. A Un iversity of Lou is ia na at Lafayette g raduate student wishing to earn course credits at 
a nothe r inst itution to be a pplied coward com pletion of degree requ irements is u rged first to 
secure p rior written permission from the major department and the Dean of the Graduate 

School. 

2. Transfer of cred it shall not reduce m inimu m residence requ irements. 

3. Writte n not ification of the action taken on a t ransfer request will be g iven to t he student. 

4 . Transfer of grad uate cred it does not automatically mean applicatio n of such credit toward 

completio n of degree requireme nts. Use of transfe rred c redits for a cu rriculum ot her tha n t he o ne 
for wh ich they were origina lly intended requires a pproval o f t he de partment concerned and the 
Dean of the Graduate School. 

5. A student wishing to use credits earned while in Entree status t oward com pletion of degree 
requirements m ust have such cred its t ransferred t o the degree program, meeting a ll the 
a ppropriate conditions specified a bove. No more than 2 cou rses taken while in Entree s tatus can be 
a pplied to the fulfillment of deg ree requirements. 

6. In the case of multiple master's deg rees, as ma ny as 9 semester hours of graduate credit earned at 

a regionally accredited American in<titution and applied toward one master·, degree may be used 
toward s a second master's degree. The depa rtment in wh ich t he second d eg ree is pursued and the 
Dean of the Graduate School must bot h a pp rove t he request. Cred it toward a second master's 
degree may not be at va riance with regu lations regarding res idence requirements, grade- point 
ave rage, or restrictions on transfer of credit . 
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